
PATIENT ORGANIZATIONACTIVITIES
Patients:AttheCenterofEthicalBusinessConductin the
Health System

PATIENTS ARE THE ONLY WHY IN HEALTHCARE.
Astheultimateconsumersofhealth-relatedproductsandservices,patientsshouldbeatthecenter of decision-
making forevery relevantstakeholder: industry,healthcareprofessional, provider, payer,or 
otherwise.ThroughtheBusinessEthicsforAPECSMEsInitiative,patientsandpatientorganizationsserve a 
centralroleintheeffectiveimplementationoftheAPECKualaLumpurPrinciplesforVoluntaryCodesof 
BusinessEthicsintheMedicalTechnologySectorandoftheAPECMexicoCityPrinciplesforVoluntaryCodes of 
BusinessEthicsintheBiopharmaceuticalSector andserveasvitalmembersofconsensusframework 
agreementsforethicalcollaborationwithinmanyAPECeconomies.

PATIENT ORGANIZATION PARTNERS:

- MedicalDeviceandBiopharmaceuticalIndustryOrganizationsandCompanies

- GovernmentOfficialsfromAPECEconomies, 
includingSME,Health,Trade,Economic,and 
Anti-CorruptionAuthorities

- HealthcareProfessionals andSocieties

- CivilSociety

- Academia
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- Awareness Building:Promotingappropriateguidanceonpatientandpatientorganizationinteraction
withindustry includingSMEs

- Engagement:Highlightingtheroleofpatientsandpatientorganizationstoencourageethicalbusiness 
conductinhealthsystems

- CodeofConductDevelopmentandVoluntaryPrinciples:Advisingthedevelopmentand 
implementationoftheAPECKualaLumpurandAPECMexicoCityPrinciples

- Collaboration:Servingasadvisersformulti-stakeholdercollaborationsincludingconsensus 
frameworkagreements

- Evaluation:Supporting APEC monitoring of Codeand multi-stakeholder consensus frameworks

- Accountability: Enabling theadvancementof ethical business conduct

- Capacity Building:Advocatingfortheincreasedparticipationandinvolveddecisionmakingof 
patientorganizationsinconsensusframeworks

- Recognition: Proponing for the acknowledgementof contributions made by patient organizations

- Inclusion:Representingpatientorganizationsofalltypes,includingthosewhodonotconstitute 
chronicdiseases

https://klprinciples.apec.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/22_smewg53_028a_KL-Principles.pdf
https://mcprinciples.apec.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/22_smewg53_028b_MC-Principles.pdf


PATIENT ORGANIZATION ACTIVITIES:

- ImplementationoftheAPECKualaLumpurPrinciplesforVoluntaryCodesofBusinessEthicsin 
theMedicalTechnologySectorandAPECMexicoCityPrinciplesforVoluntaryCodesofBusiness 
EthicsintheBiopharmaceuticalSector

- ExpansionoftheroleofmeaningfulengagementofpatientorganizationsthroughouttheAPEC 
Principlesmodernizationprocess

- ConveningofexpertworkinggroupforeachsectortoreviewandupdatetheAPECMexicoCity& 
Kuala Lumpur Principles

- CompletionofanimpactassessmentontheimpactofdoingbusinesswithintegrityintheAsia-
Pacificregion, in partnership with Ethisphere

- Submissionofpatientandpatientorganizationstatementonthereinforcementofethicsand 
businessintegrityinhealthcareduringtheCOVID-19pandemic

ABOUT THE BUSINESS ETHICS FOR APEC SMES INITIATIVE:
The Business Ethics for APEC SMEs Initiative (“Initiative”)isthe world’slargest public-private 
partnership tostrengthen ethical business conduct and drive a level playing field inthe medical 
technology and biopharmaceutical sectors. The Initiative also serves asthe region’s largest 
collective action effort toreinforce ethics and business integrity across health systems. Since 2010, 
the collective work ofover 2,000 stakeholders has resulted in: (1) best practices setting, (2) capacity 
building for small businesses and other stakeholders, and (3) monitoring and evaluation ofprogress 
within each APEC economy.

MORE INFORMATION:
Stakeholder Liaison, Business Ethics for APEC SMEs Initiative: apec@ethicist.com.

https://businessethics.apec.org/


